Cocaine is best employed in ophthalmic surgery in solutions of various strengths. For all practical purposes three will suffice, viz., two, four, and ten per cent, solutions. 
Cocaine is useful also as an addition to certain ointments to allay the pain and irritation which would otherwise be produced, as, for instance, with the oxides of mercury and eserine ointments.
Lastly, in the form of cocaine gelatine discs, these are, of course, very portable, but uncertain in their action. There is also, I think, risk of septic injection, as it is difficult to ensure their perfectly aseptic condition. The common method of applying them to the conjunctival or corneal surface by means of a brush is unsafe, as it is impossible to be sure of its absolute cleanliness, it is better to apply them with the moistened end of a silver probe, which can be subsequently boiled.
